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Minutes Regional Meeting KFPS Abroad 
 
Date : Friday 13 May 2022 
Time : 16.00 – 18.15 
Location : TEAMS 
Region : 13 KFPS-members 
Board KFPS : Ella Wiersma (chairman) 
Member Council : Nadeen Davis 
Breeding Council : Waling Haytema 
Office : Marijke Akkerman, Eveline van Kooten, Greetje Swart 
Minutes : Petra van Hoorn (Hét Notulistenteam) 
 

1. Welcome 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, opens the meeting and welcomes all those present.  
 

2. Announcements 
There are no announcements. 
 

3. Documents received 
There are no documents received. 
 

4. Approval minutes previous meeting 
There are no minutes of a previous meeting. There are no comments on the minutes of the 
November 2021 Members' Council. 
 

5. Year Report 2021 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, states 2021 was a hectic and busy year due to corona and some staff 
changes and Board changes. Membership rates got higher an there were about 5000 breeding's. In 2021 
live streams were important, a lot of people could follow the keurings in that way. 
 

6. Financial statements 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, explains there was a result € 26,000,00 negative and that a more negative 
result was expected because there was a stallion show without public but that there were 
compensations from the government because of corona. 
 

7. Appointments 
There are three position vacant in de Member Council. Anders Hendriksen, Elaine de Boer and Ana 
Maria de Jager leave the Member Council and the candidate members introduce themselves. 
 
Europe 
Sophie Loannou Georgiou from Cyprus owns a Friesian mare. She was one of the first to bring a Friesian 
horse to Cyprus.  
 
Outside Europe 
Jose Rodriquez from Costa Rica has Friesian horses since 2008. He was part of the Board of the Friesian 
Horse association in Costa Rica for ten years. 
 
Marlise Botes from South Africa is involved with Friesians for almost 25 years. She started with one 
horse and ended up with 130, now she has about 70 Friesian horses.  
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Marijke Akkerman introduces the candidates who were in the meeting this morning, Gaynor Garbett 
from the UK, Line Grundvig Sorensen from Denmark, Haya Al Ibrahim from Kuwait and Yosi Cohen from 
Israel. 
 
Voting 
The votes are added to the results of the votes in the meeting of this morning. 
Jose Rodriguez is voted in the Member Council for outside Europe. 
Line Grundvig Sorensen and Sophie Loannou Georgiou are voted in the Member Council for Europe. 
They will be installed on 20 May in de Member Council.  
 

8. Amendments Statutes and Regulations 
Voting of these amendments shall take place in de Member Council. 
 

a. Amendment Statutes regarding term in office Board members 
The chairman explains that in exceptional cases the term in office for a Board member can be extended 
with one extra year after a period of two four-year terms to keep more knowledge of the history and of 
the horses in the Board. 
 

b. Amendment Code of Conduct 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, explains that this amendment is to avoid not only all kinds of conflicts of 
interest but also the appearance of a conflict of interest. Only gifts of a maximum of € 25.00 may be 
accepted and it is not allowed to offer gifts. Furthermore, Ytzen de Vries was appointed as a confidential 
advisor. 
 

c. Amendment Inspection Regulations: Grooming 
Greetje Swart indicates that in the regulations will be included that trimming the insides of the ears and 
trimming or clipping of the tactile hairs around the eyes, at the front of the nose and the lower lip is not 
allowed. 
 

d. Amendment Registration Regulations: Risky matches hydrocephalus and dwarfism 
Waling Haytema indicates there is a decrease in the number of carriers for dwarfism and hydrocephalus 
and that this means that the selection program has been successful. It has been decided not to exclude 
carriers of dwarfism and hydrocephalus from the breeding program for the time being, because many 
carriers also have very useful other genes but when two carriers of hydrocephalus or dwarfism are 
mixed, it can cause serious harm to the welfare of the horse. Knowing everyone can be aware of risk 
pairing the Breeding Council thinks it's appropriate to put a fine on a risk breeding when someone 
deliberately is breeding with carriers, but when someone is not aware they perform a risk breeding 
there can be a warning first. 
 
Marlise Botes (SA) suggest to pup up a red flag/banner when you check a breeding at the website and it 
appears to be a risk breeding.  
 

e. Amendment Registration Regulations: Performance predicate 
Waling Haytema explains why the level of the attitude test should be raised from 75 to 77 points. At the 
start the performance predicate was not very popular but now it is and the Breeding Board thinks it is 
appropriate to higher the level of points for the attitude test to 77 points, just to make the performance 
predicate more valuable and bring it in line with the AA predicate. 
 
Helen Bogren Hiltorn (SE) wonders if the ‘old’ scores 75 will remain valid. Answer is yes.  
 

f. Amendment Regulations Stallion Inspection: description roaring. 
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Waling Haytema explains this amendment is about a name change. Now there are four classes of 
roaring, no comments, acceptable, just acceptable and not acceptable. Horses that are not acceptable 
are not going to be able to participate in the breeding program. The first class will be 'ok' instead of 'no 
remarks. The discussion started with the approval of Boet which was disputable because of the roaring 
status at the university. That decision could not be reversed and a discussion arose about the 
hereditability of roaring and the Board and the Breeding Board decided to do more research into this. In 
the past year, forty randomly selected yearlings have been examined by endoscopy to have a sort of 
baseline measurement. After that, twenty of Boet's offspring will be examined endoscopically, after 
which this will be done again in three years to determine whether there is a difference between these 
two groups and whether there is some hereditability in this roaring status. 
 

9. Current affairs 
a. Preparations inspection season 

Greetje Swart states that a whip may only be used as guidance and that there may be no plastic on the 
whip. There must be a quiet presentation in the arena to see the functionality of the movement and not 
only the spectacularity. 
 
Jose Rodriquez asks if the judge can kick someone out if a whip is used improperly. 
 
Greetje Swart replies they can ask to put the whip down and let the horse go again. 
 
Armelle Adam Van Geem ask what good use of the triangular is. 
 
Greetje Swart says when the horses are presented, they first walk the triangular. Especially when the 
walk is not good presentors often already start chasing the horse during the lap of the walk, but they 
have to finish that lap first. Then she states that from now on irregular foals will get no rating and they 
can try again later. Furthermore, the gray marked blocks with the desired points have been removed 
from the scoring form because it is not about what is desired but it's an observation and not a valuation, 
it's about a horse compared to the average of the Friesian horse. There is also added something on the 
scoring form to give some distinction of the hooves. The KFPS wants to know more about the hooves 
and judges can indicate if the hooves are slight uneven or very uneven to get an indication on how much 
it happens.  
 

b. Structure Committee 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, indicates the Structure Committee looks at the governance of the KFPS, the 
structure abroad and the structure inland. The current structure of the KFPS is working but can be more 
efficient and any risks must be known. On 20 May, the Structural Committee will present and discuss the 
plan of approach in the Council of Members, in the autumn of 2022 they present a complete proposal of 
the desired structure, decision-making will take place in the spring of 2023 and implementation of the 
changes will take place in the autumn of 2023. 
 
Waling Haytema gives an update about the megaesophagus project. That is a complicated genetic 
disorder and that's why a very large amount of the horse's genetic material will be scanned at the 
University of Kentucky. 
 
Marlise Botes asks if the veterinarians from South Africa can send information.  
 
Waling Haytema answers every information is welcome, it can be sent to the office. 
 

c. Discussion breeding topics: 
Stimulating low kinship 
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Waling Haytema explains there are ideas about rewarding low kinship. Stallions with lower kinship 
would get extra chances in the first viewing and the central examination and mares would become a star 
mare easier. It's about ten mares a year, which isn't much, but it will emphasize the importance of 
breeding with as little kinship as possible. There is also being thought about breeding limits for stallions 
to prevent too much influence of certain stallions or stallion families. 
 
Vicki Manders says since Brexit there is no access to chilled semen and it is very difficult to get frozen 
semen and she asks if can be looked at stallions in general and not only at approved stallions. 
 
Greetje Swart indicates this topic will be discussed later. (in a separate meeting with KFPS) 
 
Marlise Botes asks if the rules for outside Europe are the same. At the moment, imported semen is not 
included in the breeding limits of stallions in the Netherlands and if it is, it will have major consequences 
for countries outside Europe. 
 
Greetje Swart is fully aware of that. 
 
Armelle Adam Van Geem wants to be very careful with breeding limits because in some countries are 
not enough stallions and importing semen is very expensive. 
 
Waling Haytema indicates that reducing kinship not means the current problems will disappear. To 
ensure that no new problems arise, the increase in inbreeding must remain below 1% and that has been 
the case in recent years. There are plans for breeding with other breeds to fasten the breeding program 
but that's complicated because the characteristics of Friesians must be preserved. Therefore, there 
should be a sort of parallel breeding program with a selection of horses, there has been outcrossing with 
Arabs and some other breeds but that didn't bring very much progression in the breeding. 
 
Marlise Botes would never go for crossbreed, she would rather go for low kinship. Marlise also indicates 
thare is ‘old’ blood available in South-Africa and perhaps other countries as well, which might be 
interesting to look at.  
 
Vicky Manders says there is a lot of crossbreeding research going on in the UK right now and that 
statistics show that in five to ten years the crossbreeds will overtake the main studbook horses in the 
UK. She therefore indicates to be careful with this. 
 
Sustainability 
Waling Haytema indicates that breeding for sustainability requires early signs of durability. That can be 
for example sport results or survival rates on certain ages. That means the studbook needs information 
about sports, health and survival. 
 
Welfare 
Waling Haytema reports that it is proposed to raise the age to participate in the ABFP test to 35 months. 
The main goal of this is to reduce dropouts, to be able to compare the horses better and to optimize the 
results.   
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José Rodriguez (CR) asks how we deal with welfare matters in other countries? E.g. branding. Can that 
be added in the rules.  
 
Character 
Waling Haytema says the Friesian studbook is one of the first studbooks who tries to have breeding 
values about character. Therefore, there are scorings in the tests on reliability, editability, commitment 
and endurance. The character of a Friesian horse is very important, it should be an easy-going horse and 
in the test some trainers discovered that horses without the right character had very high lactate 
measurements. The hypothesis is that the physical possibilities of that horses are not good enough to 
function as a sport horse. This will be investigated further. 
 

10. Any other business 
Ana Maria de Jager is very glad that Jose Rodriquez is voted in de Member Council and she wants more 
contact between Costa Rica and Mexico. 
 
Maria San Samuel de Abril says that Colombia is one of the countries without any representation in the 
KFPS. There are no inspections and clinics and there are a lot of health issues. She thinks it's very 
important that Jose helps. One of her main concerns is that in Colombia a lot of Friesians are bred, all 
stallions are used for that, there is no frozen semen available and there is no supervision on the quality 
of the breeding. 
 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, suggest to talk to Marijke about this.  
 
Jose Rodriquez will get in contact with Ana Maria de Jager and Maria San Samuel de Abril  
 

11. Closure 
The chairman, Ella Wiersma, thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 6.15 pm. 


